Quick Reference Guide – Equipment Rental Rates from Blue Book
Version 12/10/2010

This guide will assist you in establishing the rental rate for construction equipment, as obtained from the Rental Rate Blue Book, and used to establish rates for Force Account work.  Be certain to review applicable specifications (for example, Sec 109.5.4) and any entries in the EPG (start with 109.5.2).  The specifications and EPG discuss such issues as force account equipment brought to the jobsite but not used continuously, the difference in rates for contractor owned versus actually rented equipment, and related issues such as transporting the equipment to the jobsite.  This guide is specifically intended to help you find the rate applicable to a particular piece of equipment via the Blue Book.

This is a LINK to the Blue Book, available as a web application. 

The initial screen looks like this:
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Note the Missouri DOT indicator.  MoDOT licenses this software for MoDOT use and it should be accessible from a MoDOT computer.  
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Click on Rental Rate Blue Book.
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You will see this:
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The initial steps are listed on screen. For your situation, Select Category, then Subcategory, then Manufacturer, then Model, by scrolling through the lists and clicking on the appropriate selections.  For example, select a 1989 John Deere 410C Wheeled Backhoe, 2 wheel drive, fixed hoe length, and EROPS.  The category is Wheel Tractor so we scroll down to, and click, Wheel Tractors.  It may take some trial and error to find what category the Blue Book may assign to some equipment.
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Select a subcategory, in this instance, our Deere is a Tractor-Loader-Backhoe.
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Now we get to select the manufacturer, in this case, Deere.
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For the model we scroll down to 410C and click that.
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The following screen will appear, and you will need to select the Configuration.  Our example is a Configuration 5
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When the screen is reloaded, scroll down to the "Blue Book Rates".  Our rules say we must adjust the rate.
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To adjust the rate, select the applicable model year (in this example 1989) and the region (Missouri).  Ignore the User Defined fields.  Click Adjust Rates.

[image: image11.wmf]
Now you have the data you need to establish force account rates for this example:  Shown below is the FHWA rate, which is properly adjusted and can be used for a machine that is being used hourly for force account work ($30.53 per hour in this example).  If the machine is sitting on the project at MoDOT's discretion and we need to pay for it, but it is not actively being used, then the rate would be the FHWA rate minus the Estimated Operating Costs (in this example $30.53 - $19.85 = $10.68 per hour.  See EPG and Specifications to determine idle hours that should be paid.  Alternately, you can take the monthly rate of 1879.49 and divide by 176 hours, per the EPG and Specifications, to get the hourly idle rate of 10.68 for this example machine.)
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The FHWA rate is to be used for contractor equipment.  If the contractor is renting a machine you may pay the invoiced charges, per the EPG.  A rental rate that is significantly different than the FHWA rate should be questioned and verified prior to payment.  There are alternate ways of navigating the Blue Book site.  This is one way.  The important thing is to be certain that you have selected the target equipment with as much detail as possible, and that you adjust the rates for region and model year, and that you use the FHWA rate.
