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ENVIRONMENTAL

SCOPING CHECKLIST

(Add additional notes as required)
A project’s scope can be defined as the set of design parameters that precisely satisfy the purpose and need of the project. A poorly identified scope that is broader than the purpose and need will result in an unnecessarily high project budget and schedule, while a scope which falls short will yield a project that accomplishes little of significance.   While an accurate project scope is difficult to identify early in development, a careful, multidisciplinary examination of the purpose and need will produce a solid foundation upon which project development can occur.    

This checklist is designed to stimulate thought on those project parameters that are sometimes overlooked and whose omission can jeopardize the integrity of the scope.   At the initial scoping meeting, the appropriate core team member should fill out the checklist as completely as possible.  As project development progresses, the core team member should continue to update the checklist and coordinate with the project manager.  In this manner, potential changes to the project scope can be dealt with as they emerge and the scope represented by the preliminary plan will be as accurate as possible.
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and project timelines:  The NEPA documentation required, and thus the time needed to complete the NEPA process, depends on appropriate environmental classification of the project.  A project involving a four-lane relocation, major bridges, or that is controversial may require an EIS.  A two-lane relocation or an add-a-lane project on new right of way may require an EA.  A project with lesser impacts than those just listed may be classified as a CE.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Consider Information that leads to an alternative analysis (see details below for each topic)      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Consider approximate timelines required for NEPA compliance (three to seven years to complete an EIS for a project expected to have a significant environmental impact, two to five years to complete an EA for a project expected to have no significant environmental impacts)      


Parks, public lands, and Section 4(f):  Impacts to parklands, wildlife refuges, or other publicly owned areas may qualify for Section 4(f) protection for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.  Approximate time required for conversion of public land varies greatly - check with environmental specialist.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there any evidence of publicly owned land (such as recreation facilities, signage, public ownership, or easement indicated on assessor’s maps) in the project area?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a limited public lands records search to find any recorded publicly owned lands).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Were any affected public lands purchased or improved with Land and Water Conservation Fund Act, Pittman Robertson Act, or other federal grant monies?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can the project avoid the identified public lands?  (If we impact land protected by Section 4(f), we must address avoidance and measures to minimize harm).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	What additional approvals and mitigation will be required if avoidance is not possible?      


Noise:   Noise analysis is performed for the final selected alternatives with noise receptors for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are there any noise sensitive receptors (e.g., houses, schools, churches, hospitals, nursing homes, or libraries) within the project area?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can impacts to these receptors be avoided?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	What are the traffic counts?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will the project change either the horizontal or vertical alignment or the number of through traffic lanes or roadway capacity?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will mitigation be needed for the project?      


Farmland:  Farmland conversion analysis is performed for activities on farmland for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.  Approximate time required for farmland conversion analysis is four to six months.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Does the project take any right of way, temporary, or permanent easements (does not apply to land within city limits)?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can impacts to farmland be avoided?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Approximate time required for farmland conversion analysis is four to six months.      


Floodplain:  Floodplain impacts are identified for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Does the project impact 100-year (base) floodplain or regulatory floodway?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a FEMA Flood Hazard Map search).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can the project avoid 100-year floodplain and/or regulatory floodway?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will permits from SEMA or mitigation be necessary?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are flood-buyout properties present?  (Development of these areas is restricted to open-space preservation, compatible recreation, and/or wetland mitigation).      


Hazardous Waste:  Hazardous waste sites are identified for environmental analysis, regulatory clearance, and avoidance of legal liability and clean up cost.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are there any gasoline stations, waste sites, solid waste dumps, or industrial sites within or near the project area?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a records search to identify known or potential hazardous waste locations).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can the project avoid any identified sites?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	What types of remediation, clean up, and/or monitoring will be needed for the project?      


Wetlands and other Waters of the U.S.:  Waters of the U.S. are identified for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance. Approximate timelines required for Section 404 and 401 permits processing are six months for a nationwide permit and one year for an individual permit.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Does the project area have any streams, rivers, lakes, ponds, springs, or areas that hold water for several weeks at least every other year?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a preliminary records search to find recorded waters of the U.S.)      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can the project avoid the identified resources?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will mitigation be needed for impacts to wetlands or streams?      


Threatened and Endangered Species:  Threatened and endangered plant and/or animal species are identified for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are there any known threatened or endangered species and/or habitat for such species?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a preliminary records search to find recorded threatened or endangered species near the project).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can the project avoid any identified species and/or habitat?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will mitigation be needed?      


Socioeconomic considerations:  The number of displacements, the effect on pedestrian and bicycle traffic, the secondary and cumulative impacts, and other social and economic impacts are to be determined for environmental analysis and regulatory clearance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	How many residential and commercial properties may be displaced?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Could the project potentially affect pedestrian or bicycle access?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are there any pedestrian or bicycle access opportunities with this project?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	What are the population characteristics (e.g., low-income, minority, elderly, or disadvantaged groups) within the project area?  (The environmental specialist can conduct a records search to identify population characteristics within the project area).      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are there any schools or emergency services within the project area?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there community support for the project?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Can residential and commercial properties and low-income, minority, elderly, or disadvantaged group be avoided and pedestrian or bicycle traffic be accommodated?  (We must involve the affected community members in determining ways to avoid and minimize adverse impacts).      


Cultural Resources Considerations:  Project impacts to archaeological sites, architectural resources, bridges and culverts, and historically significant locations require Section 106 review by state and sometimes federal regulatory agencies.  Certain impacts to significant resources may require Section 4(f) evaluations, historical and photographic documentation, relocation or marketing for reuse of bridges and buildings, archaeological mitigation, and possible consultant of Native American tribes.  The time lines for these actions vary but may take up to a year.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will the project involve the structural modification or removal of any bridges or culverts?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Do project activities include ground-disturbing activities in portions of existing ROW that have not been disturbed by previous construction activities?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will the project require new ROW?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If the project requires new ROW, when will an A-date be requested?  (Project A-dates should not be authorized until it has been determined that the project will not adversely affect a Section 4(f) cultural resource.  This assessment usually requires an architectural historian’s recon-level field review of impacted and adjacent buildings or their review of photographs of affected buildings.)      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will the project require the demolition of any buildings?      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	When will MoDOT acquire ownership of any new ROW needed by the project?  (Certain cultural resources field investigations should take place only after MoDOT owns the property being investigated)      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will the project require any new ROW through or in the immediate vicinity of a cemetery?  (MoDOT Chief Council should be contacted if human burials will have to be exhumed and reburied.)      
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For questions, comments, or suggested revisions to this checklist, please contact the State Design Engineer.








