There are three types of left-turn signal phases:

Oor

Vehicles are given a circular green light or flash-
ing yellow arrow* and required to wait for an ad-
equate gap in the opposing traffic prior to making
their turn. This type of control is commonly signed
“Left Turn Yield on Green” or “Left Turn Signal /
Yield on Flashing Arrow.”

Vehicles may turn only when they receive a green
arrow while opposing vehicles are stopped by a red
light. This type of control is commonly signed “left

turn signal.”
D or then

Vehicles are given a protected phase (green arrow),
followed by a permissive (circular green) or flashing
yellow arrow* phase, when drivers must choose an

adequate gap in opposing traffic. This type of con-

trol is commonly signed “Left Turn Yield on Green”
or “Left Turn Signal / Yield on Flashing Arrow."”

*Refer to “What to know about Flashing Yellow Arrow”
brochure for more details.

Flashing traffic signals may occur during emergen-
cies, night time/low traffic volume periods and

special events. Flashing traffic signals have the fol-
lowing meanings:

Drivers should stop at a clearly marked stop line

or at the point nearest the intersecting roadway
where the driver has a view of approaching traf-
fic before proceeding. The driver stopping for a

flashing red should assume a flashing yellow on

the cross street if they approach the intersection
and are not sure of the other indications.

Drivers should proceed through the intersection
with caution.

Pedestrian signals are installed at intersections
with high foot traffic volumes or where current-
ly installed signals don’t meet the pedestrian’s
needs. Pedestrian signals consist of illuminated
symbols to indicate when it is safe for pedestri-
ans to cross.

It is okay to cross but pedestrians should watch
for vehicles.

Don’t start crossing but pedestrians should finish
crossing if they have already started.

Don't cross and stay out of crosswalk.

For more information about
traffic signals contact:

Missouri Department of Transportation

EM

888-ASK-MODOT (275-6636)
www.modot.org



Missouri has the seventh-largest highway system in the country
with more than 32,000 miles of state roadways and more than
2,300 traffic signals on those roadways; making traffic signals
an important issue.

The first electric signal in the United States was installed in
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1914. From those modest beginnings,
traffic-signal technology has become critical in the safe and
efficient control of traffic on our roadways.
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