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District 4

TO:
Kathy Harvey-de

CC:
Paul C. Boenisch-4de

FROM:
Beth Wright

District Engineer
DATE:
December 4, 2006

SUBJECT:
Route 13, Johnson County


From US 50 to Just North of Route Y


Relocate 6.3 Miles of Route 13, 2 Lanes Paving in 4 Lanes of R/W


Job No. J4P1138B


Location and Design Public Hearing Response

An open house public hearing was held from 4:00 to 7:00 PM on Monday, October 23, 2006 at the Warrensburg Community Center, 445 East Gay Street in Warrensburg, Missouri.  The public was encouraged to ask questions and fill out comment cards expressing their thoughts and concerns regarding the proposed improvements.
The proposed improvement is a relocation of Route 13 from US 50 to just north of Route Y.  It includes 2 lanes of paving inside of 4 lanes of right of way, a directional interchange at US 50, roundabouts at Route DD and the southern terminus, and standard at-grade intersections at all other existing cross roads.  In addition, a mile of US 50 will be lowered along its current alignment as a cost effective means to reduce the height and length of the bridge carrying Route 13 over US 50.  The current intersection of Route HH with US 50 will be relocated to the west to move it away from the proposed interchange of Route 13 with US 50.  The current estimated construction cost is $28,901,000.  Project information was provided at the meeting by MoDOT and consultant staff in the form of six large poster-style display boards; two depicting the improvements included in the current project, two depicting the future improvements for Route 13 near Warrensburg, and two showing current and future traffic volumes.

143 people attended the public hearing.  The public was encouraged to ask questions and provide comments regarding the project.  A summary of substantive comments from the public follows:

1. Based on comments made by attendees at the public hearing, virtually every written and spoken comment expressed some level of dissatisfaction with the current high volume of traffic on Route 13 in Warrensburg.  Almost all saw the project as a great benefit to the community and were very appreciative of the information presented.

2. Five residents expressed concern about the impact the project will have upon their property.  Almost all of the impacts cannot be avoided without great detriment to the project or other owners.  Those impacts that can be avoided are being incorporated into the design.  MoDOT will work with the other property owners during the right of way acquisition process to arrive at a just and equitable resolution to negative impacts to their property.

3. Two roundabouts are planned for the project.  Two comments were received expressing opposition to their use.  Traffic analysis indicates that the roundabouts will function more safely and efficiently than signalized intersections, which is the only other option for these locations.  Public education on the use of roundabouts is planned prior to the projects completion.  The City of Warrensburg is installing a roundabout at another location in the area.  As it will be open prior to the completion of the project, it will give the local residence experience with this type of intersection.

4. Four comments were received expressing concern about the impact the project will have on traffic safety on US 50 in Warrensburg.  Until the relocation of Route 13 north of US 50 is completed, a portion of US 50 will be used to carry traffic at the north end of the project between existing and new Route 13.  This problem will be alleviated once the northern section of the relocation is completed.  Concern was also expressed about the safety of the at-grade intersection between US 50 and Route HH, which is being relocated as part of this project.  The relocated intersection of Route HH with US 50 will be improved over the current crossover with the addition of warranted turn lanes.  This will be an improvement over the current situation.

5. The improvement will divide several pieces of property or in other ways interfere with its current access.  Since the new route will have fully controlled access, the affect owners present expressed concern about having access to their property in the future.  These concerns are being addressed in the development of the final plans.

We are requesting that the location and design of the project be approved as presented with the modifications previously described.  The project is consistent with MoDOT’s mission statement “…to provide a world-class transportation experience that delights our customers and promotes a prosperous Missouri” in providing for economic development opportunities and improving local access.

The public hearing was held in accordance with established MoDOT procedures.  The department has considered possible social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed improvements.  The projects are consistent with local planning goals and objectives.

Attachments

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





MEMORANDUM





Missouri Department of Transportation











Our mission is to provide a world-class transportation experience that delights our customers and promotes a prosperous Missouri.

_992347828.doc



